Supporting startups to start
and lead space ventures
Venture Catalyst Space is a globally competitive
program which supports founders, entrepreneurs
and startups, to develop and grow innovative or
disruptive ideas in the space sector.
Delivered by the University of South Australia’s
Innovation & Collaboration Centre (ICC) and
supported by the State Government’s Space
Innovation Fund and the South Australian Space
Industry Centre, the program gives founders the
support and tools they need to plan and successfully
build a scalable and investment ready business.

“

in Adelaide helped
us develop quickly
with partners,

The one-of-a-kind program delivers tailored support
and guidance working with a global pool of industry
experts including former NASA astronaut Pam
Melroy, the Australian Space Agency, Airbus, Nova
Systems, Fleet, Myriota and the Smart Satellite
CRC.

universities and
industry.

Katrina Albert
Co-Founder
Lux

“

realities of creating

Participants will also receive one-to-one mentoring
from the ICC’s Entrepreneurs in Residence; Kirk
Drage and his company LeapSheep and serial
entrepreneur and founder of Regency Food
Services, Regency Staffing and Zen Energy, Richard
Turner.
With South Australia home to the Australian
Space Agency and a bustling and thriving startup
community, especially within the space and defense
sectors, apply now and join our growing community
of likeminded startups whose shared
experience of successes and failures,
benefits everyone.

a sustainable
business model seems
like a nebulous

“

“

The space network

The commercial

problem too early to
tackle. The program
has really opened
my mind to the

approaches I can use
to address that risk.

RaviTeja Duggineni
Founder
ResearchSat

Case study:
ping
Intelligent listening for wind
farms
Ping Services is one of the companies that
was accepted into the Venture Catalyst
Space program in 2018. The company uses
an aero-acoustic device to continuously
monitor wind turbines for blade damage,
significantly reducing detection times and
repair costs.
Ping have employed additional staff,
identified a target market, identified
operational improvements and honed
their prototype. They have secured
over $2 million investment which
has seen them further accelerate
their revolutionary
product.
Chief Executive Officer, Matthew Stead,
admits that he had optimistic but measured
expectations for the value he’d glean from
the startup program, but has been greatly
surprised.

“

The quality and breadth of the
program’s support has given
us structure and enabled
us to apply our resources
more productively. The

Key
Features
Workshops
A series of capability workshops designed
for founders

Mentoring
One-on-one mentoring sessions

University resources
Access to workspace and UniSA support
services

Industry experts
Access to a pool of industry experts

ICC community
Group activities, support and networking
events

Funding
A stipend of $10k for eligible startups

Additional features
100% equity-free
You retain all equity and intellectual property
as a participant

program identifies a number
of processes and models for

Amazon Web Services

logically approaching our

$10,000 USD in AWS Promotional Credits
and access to other services

startup, rather than leaving

“

it to chance. Plus, it’s provided
a dedicated space to focus on
our business — this has been
invaluable and we’ve had
The ‘Ping Monitor’ uses
aero-acoustic listening to detect
damage in wind turbines.

significant developments over

Business development
Support from the ICC team including advice
and guidance to develop your ideas

the six months.

Discover more of our program features
icc.unisa.edu.au/program-features

What is
a space startup?
The term ‘space’ no longer means
the same as it did five years ago.

“
“

“
“

We’re using our
connections
to do some

In the past, space exploration was just that, going out
and exploring the galaxy. In 2021, more companies
are contributing to the space economy than ever but
utilizing existing space technology to solve real-world
problems.

Register interest for 2022
Applications for Venture Catalyst Space
will open again in 2022.
For any further questions visit
icc.unisa.edu.au/space

manufactuing here
and make Tekuma
everywhere.

Annette McClelland
Co-Founder Tekuma
We’ve made more
progress in the

past 2-3 months

than we have in 18
months in Sydney.

Michael Griffin
Co-Founder
Tekuma

These new companies may not appear to be
connected to the traditional space industry as
they may only use space signals and data in
their own products, typically concerning satellite
communications, satellite television, geospatial
products and location-based services, but this
information can benefit many different industries

icc.unisa.edu.au/register-interest

(examples above).

A space company utilizes space
technology or data.
For example:
• Using information provided by satellites to
monitor drones
• Using beacons to help grape growers
improve the quality of their fruit by
monitoring weather conditions, or
• Using satellites to capture images of earth
for mining companies.

SISA visa for Space
category
The ICC is part of the
Supporting Innovation in South
Australia (SISA) program to
attract promising overseas
seed-stage entrepreneurs to
develop their concepts in South
Australia. This means temporary
visas will be issued to those
that meet all the Department
of Home Affairs’ criteria and
requirements. If you are building
a company using space
technologies or creating tech,
services or products for the
space industry, we want to hear
from you.

Find out more

